
Introduction to PHP 

PHP stands for Hypertext Pre-processor. PHP is one of the most used and popular programming languages that is 

extensively used and utilized for building dynamic websites and web applications. It is a server-side scripting 

language that interacts with the database and server to derive desired results. There are several significant and 

major advantages and disadvantages of PHP | Merits and Drawbacks of PHP that must be considered before 

choosing to learn this language for building one’s career. 

Advantages and Disadvantages of PHP | Merits and Drawbacks of PHP in Tabular Form 

Advantages of PHP 

1. It is an open-source programming and scripting language. 

2. It is registered under GNU General Public License [GPL]. 

3. It is simple to learn and execute for beginners and pro developers. 

4. Simple to build websites and web applications. 

5. PHP is flexible concerning coding structure. 

6. PHP is a powerful language. 

7. The syntax of PHP is quite similar to other common languages like JS or Python. 

8. PHP is efficient, reliable and user-friendly. 

9. PHP is platform-independent. It can work with Windows, Linux and Mac. 

10. PHP code can be written in procedural and using the OOPs concept. 

11. An easy method to connect to the database. 

12. Built-in powerful library functions for faster execution. 

13. PHP versions are constantly updated for better performance and functionality. 

14. It can work with databases like MySQL, SQLite, ODBC, mongo Db, etc. 

15. Hosting is inexpensive. 

16. PHP can work with Linux [Apache] and IIS [preferred Linux]. 

Disadvantages of PHP 

1. PHP lacks more advanced security features. 

2. PHP has significant limitations over other programming languages. 

3. Machine learning and Artificial Intelligence can not be incorporated with PHP codes. 

4. Source codes in PHP are visible. 

5. PHP has limitations while developing big applications. Maintenance and updating are complicated in PHP as 

it is not highly modular. 

6. Mobile Apps cannot be built with PHP. 

7. PHP lacks debugging codes. 

8. The bugs and issues cannot be resolved quickly. 

9. Lots of code needs to be written for building applications. 

10. Insecure applications. 



11. Inconsistency in PHP. 

12. It is a case-sensitive language. 

13. Issues with error reporting. 

14. Reduced performance. 

15. Needs continuous maintenance. 

16. PHP updates change the parameters, functions, and return values. 

Top 7 Advantages and Disadvantages of PHP for Students 

1. Simple to learn for students. 

2. PHP Works with procedural and OOPs. 

3. PHP has fewer rules about syntax and fewer commands. 

4. It is an open-source language. 

5. Online community help and support. 

6. Online resources are available for guidance. 

7. Online Tutorials are available on Blogs and YouTube. 

Disadvantages. 

1. Less placement opportunity. 

2. PHP is not capable of larger applications. 

3. Unable to develop mobile apps. 

4. Python, React JS, Ruby, and .net are replacing PHP. 

5. Numerous security issues. 

6. Less built-in library functions. 

7. AI and machine learning cannot be incorporated with PHP code for better usability and functionality. 

Advantages of PHP Functions 

There are 2 types of functions in PHP they are. 

1. User Define Functions. 

2. Built-in Functions. 

Some of the advantages of functions in PHP are as follows. 

1. The functions enable the programmer to avoid writing the same code multiple times. 

2. Using function code can be reused in the application wherever needed. 

3. Less code is required to execute some tasks and jobs in the program. 

4. The functions can be called from anywhere in the code. 

5. Functions reduce the size of the code. 

6. Functions help in code modularity. 

7. Functions are simple to write and execute. 



8. They are easily integrated. 

The functions can be further categorized into. 

• Functions with arguments and return values. 

• Functions with arguments and without return values. 

• Functions without arguments and with return values. 

• Functions without ideas and return values. 

What are the Applications of PHP 

Some of the applications of PHP are 

1. Wikipedia 

2. Magneto. 

3. Ecommerce Applications. 

4. WordPress Like CMS [Content Management System]. 

5. OpenCart. 

6. Social Media Websites like Facebook. 

Features of PHP 

1. PHP is a scripting language that works with databases like MySQL to modify, delete and edit data and 

information. 

2. PHP is a server-side scripting language. 

3. PHP is an open-source language. 

4. Web applications can be created using PHP and MySQL. 

5. Simple and easy to learn. 

6. Procedural and OOPs. 

7. Platform Independent. 

8. No such restriction on using an Integrated development environment (IDE) 

What is the advantage of PHP over another scripting language? 

Some serious advantages of PHP over other scripting languages are mentioned below. 

1. The PHP code is lighter; therefore, the websites built with it execute faster than those with other scripting 

languages. 

2. The PHP code is simple to learn and implement compared to its counterparts. 

3. PHP is open source. 

4. The PHP community is vast; online support and help are available on blogs and forums. 

5. It is scalable, flexible, and reliable compared to others. 

What is PHP Programming Language? 

PHP stands for Hypertext Pre-processor. It is one of the popular open-source scripting languages. The PHP language 

is extensively used in creating dynamic websites and web applications. 



It is a general-purpose programming language that is used for web development. HTML, jQuery, MySQL and Ajax can 

efficiently work with PHP to derive desired results. 

PHP is a scripting language that can be used and utilized in numerous ways. PHP can be used to create a simple 

project using HTML, CSS, JQUERY, AJAX and MYSQL, or it can be used to develop more advanced and interactive 

projects using PHP. 

PHP libraries consist of more advanced features that can be used and utilized for developing user-friendly 

applications. 

PHP programming language was designed and developed by Rasmus Lerdorf in 1995. It was developed to create a 

web application with the help and assistance of simple code that can work with web servers. 

The code written in PHP is efficient that can run on web servers to acquire desired outputs. Since then, PHP has 

evolved into one of the most used programming languages globally. 

Some PHP frameworks have enhanced the use and utilization of PHP. They can perform web scrapping, creating and 

developing large web applications. And complex image-processing tasks. 

It has grown into a full-fledged programming language supporting object-oriented programming, functional 

programming, and multithreading. 

Such PHP frameworks are. 

1. CAKE PHP. 

2. CodeIgniter. 

3. Zend. 

4. Laravel. 

What languages are replacing PHP? 

Various computer programming languages are used to create and develop more interactive applications that cannot 

be done using PHP. 

Some of the examples of programming languages that are replacing PHP in 2023 are 

1. Python 

2. Node. JS 

3. RUBY 

4. Dart 

5. Rust 

Frequently Asked Questions [FAQs] on PHP Advantages and Disadvantages 

The default extension of the PHP file 

.php 

What is PHP full form? 

The full form of PHP is Hypertext Pre-processor 

Is PHP coding? 

PHP is a server-side programming language. 

Is PHP an OOP language? 



PHP is an object-oriented programming language. 

What language type is PHP? 

General Purpose Language. 

Which database is best for PHP? 

MySQL is often used with PHP. 

What are the 5 data types? 

Integral, Floating Point, Character, Character String, and composite types. 

list any four advantages of PHP 

1. Open-source. 

2. Simple to learn and execute. 

3. Platform Independent. 

4. PHP code runs faster compared to its counterparts. 

For More Information, Please Visit  

1. https://www.chtips.com/c-programming/advantages-and-disadvantages-of-php/ 
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